[image: image1.wmf] 

Richmond

Archaeological

Society

 (Registered Charity 1088922)

March  2009  Newsletter

www.richmondarchaeology.org.uk
FROM THE CHAIR

Details of the summer outing are in this newsletter. It should be a very interesting trip, with a variety of different archaeological aspects.

Notice of the AGM is also included in this newsletter. As usual we urge you not only to stay after the talk for it, but also to join or participate on the committee The Society needs new volunteers as officers and on the committee – the more people to put forward ideas and the broader the load is spread, the easier it is represent the membership and provide an interesting and stimulating programme. If you are willing to help then either chat to a member of the committee or put your name forward for election at the AGM.

Any suggestions for next year’s talks are gratefully received!

Special thanks should go to Yvonne, Peter, and the other committee members for the reports on the talks for the newsletter and all their work which makes the society so successful.  

John Hood

Please note:

RAS Outing to

Winchester and Silchester

Saturday 13th June 2009

Details and Booking Form inside this Newsletter and on our Website

BOOK NOW!

The next talks:-

3 April 2009
The history of the Bayeux Tapestry

Dr Carola Hicks Cambridge University

8 May 2009 London Before London: Reconstructing a Palaeolithic Landscape 

Caroline Juby, Royal Holloway, University of London (Geography Department) and the Early London History Department in the Museum of London

12 Dec 2008 


Bermondsey Abbey; 10 years of excavation

Alistair Douglas, Pre-Construct Archaeology

Alistair Douglas described his project at Bermondsey Abbey as a rather unusual one, in that developers wanted to build on top of a scheduled ancient monument!  Fortunately the legal protection in these cases is extremely tight and the only construction method allowed is to raise any floor clear of the archaeological layers by resting it on piles. Then the only damage to  the archaeology is the holes for the piles, and the job of his firm 'Pre-Construct' archaeology was to investigate the intended position for these holes to record what was there and if necessary suggest that the pile should be put somewhere else.  In practice the archaeology proved to be so good that the developer was sometimes near despair as to whether there was in fact anywhere suitable to put the piles. However, the new building is now finished, and the archaeologists are working on the post-excavation report.

The site (originally an eyot) had in fact probably been occupied during most periods from the Bronze age to modern times, but the scheduled monument status arose from the fact that in 1086 Cluniac monks established an Abbey there. In 1399 this was transferred to the Benedictines, and finally closed in the 1540s. The head of the 'Court of Augementations' responsible for dissolving the monasteries, Sir Thomas Pope, then built a fine house on the site.  From the 17C this house seems to have no longer been used as one house, but sub-divided for a variety of purposes. Final demolition only really came in the early 19C with comprehensive redevelopment of the area which included the construction of a new 'Abbey Street'; fortunately an antiquarian made some drawings at this stage. The area was heavily bombed in  WWII, but  limited digs in the 1950s and 1980s established details of the site and led to its being scheduled monument.

This rich history made for a particularly interesting talk on a highly complex piece of multi-layer urban archaeology, made  even more difficult by the fact that even with 166 trenches the archaeologists were not supposed to be touching any more of a scheduled monument than was necessary.  The Abbey may have only been part of the history of the site from 1086 to 1540, but even for this part there was first of all an original construction (making much use of stone from Caen) and then possibly three or more later stages of redevelopment using local stone. Particularly interesting was the strong possibility that even before 1086 the Saxons may have built a minister on the site – in fact there seemed to be pottery from just about every Saxon period. Post-excavation might well yield some very interesting results on this.

Bob Cowie’s talk at RAS January Social 2009 

At this year’s January social Bob Cowie kindly gave a short talk on the recent work carried out behind Syon House in which members of RAS were involved, either guiding visitors or helping with the dig.

The Brigittine Abbey at Syon was founded by Henry V, who also re-established Sheen Palace at Sheen and founded a Carthusian Monastery: Sheen Charterhouse.  His son Henry VI continued Royal support of this work.  Nothing was known about the layout of Syon Abbey.  John Gater, the geophys whizz who works with Time Team, did a survey some years ago behind Syon House and came up with a resistivity plot.  Historic buildings specialist Jonathan Foyle suggested that one of the stand-out features might be the Abbey church.  The survey was expanded and the Time Team dig revealed the east end and north and south walls of the church, plus features to the south which looked like a cloister and toilet drain of the Abbey.

After the Time Team programme Birkbeck College came along and dug there for several seasons under Harvey Sheldon with a supervising team consisting of Scott McCracken and Bob Cowie in the south trench, and Mick Miles and Robin Densem in the north trench.

There are still some questions to answer.  As the west end of the church has not yet been uncovered, is the church very long, with eleven bays, or shorter with only five bays?  The shorter length is more typical of a Brigittine House.  Were the nuns’ quarters on the north side of the church with the priests on the south side, where a cloister walk has been found.  Andy Longfellow of RAS found part of a drain here: drains cross the cemetery in the south cloister.

In Mick’s trench within the church the walls and pillars of an upper storey indicate that the nuns worshipped separately from the priests.  Also in this area of the church this year was found an isolated tomb with a skeleton. A feature jutting out from the east end of the church may be to do with the Celestine Monastery which earlier stood on the site, or a medieval building, but it is possibly the Sacristy of the Brigittine church.

Lying on top of the remains of the Abbey are later garden features, which include a striking round feature from the 17th century which may have been a water feature.

13 February 2009

Drapers Gardens: A Once in a Lifetime Roman Site in the City of London

Neil Hawkins, Pre-Construct Archaeology

The proposal to demolish an iconic 1960s tower block in the City of London, the work of the architect Richard Seifert, provoked public controversy and triggered a campaign to have the building listed in the same way as Centre Point, also designed by Seifert.  Its eventual demolition in 2007 provided archaeologists with a unique opportunity to investigate an area of Roman London which had remained undeveloped until relatively recently. 

Neil Hawkins and his team from Pre-Construct Archaeology worked round the central core of the tower during demolition. Contrary to the Museum of London’s assessment in 2003 that the site contained little of interest, the excavation, initially scheduled for 6 weeks, lasted over a year and revealed evidence of an unbroken sequence of occupation from the first to the fifth centuries AD, together with a vast quantity of finds, many rare and exceptionally well preserved.  

The overall layout of the site in the upper Walbrook valley appears to have remained unchanged throughout the centuries of occupation and consisted of a road running North/South surrounded by clusters of buildings which had been rebuilt or modified over the years.  Well managed channels controlled the streams which traversed the area and prevented flooding and, whilst the occupation expanded northwards, the alignment of the buildings appears to have remained unchanged. 

The oldest Roman structure is a timber corduroy, possibly a boundary or track way, whose logs have been dated by dendrochronology to AD62 and may possibly represent a re-colonisation of London following the suppression of Boudica’s revolt.  The streams of the Walbrook were controlled initially by a series of small ditches revetted with posts and planking but replaced after AD70 by a more robust system of palisades when the area was consolidated.   Two small timber footbridges crossed the revetted channels, connecting the buildings to the road. 

Evidence of the first buildings dates from cAD120. Constructed from clay and timber, the majority had mud floors, although evidence of other flooring materials was found, together with traces of plaster and mosaic.  The buildings were separated by alleys with timber box drains, conveying waste water from the buildings to the channels, whilst a timber water pipe with lead spout may indicate a system for supplying fresh water. 

The upper Walbrook valley is known to have been an industrial area, evidenced by large ovens, kilns and storage barrels as well as quantities of animal bones and leather off-cuts.  Tools included an iron adze with wooden handle and a wooden ruler marked with Roman inches.  Amongst other notable finds, a Roman domestic door, complete with hinge pivots, was found lying face down by a revetted channel.  Could it have represented a portal to the underworld?  A number of small wooded boxes containing the remains of infants may mark the site of a children’s cemetery within the boundaries of the town, whilst the skull of a bear recalls the proximity of the Roman amphitheatre.

Amongst quantities of pottery and other rubbish thrown into the channels, were found jewellery and other items of personal adornment, cosmetics, coins, writing tablets and styli, some deliberately rendered unusable suggesting a possible ritual function.  One of three timber lined wells, dating from the later occupation period, contained a hoard of 19 household vessels, made from copper alloy, lead alloy and iron.  This is the largest Roman hoard found in London and the structured nature of the deposit, some time in or after AD375, may also indicate a ritual element. The exceptional preservation of the finds, particularly organic material and metal, will provide important data for post excavation analysis and we look forward to learning the results.

13 March 2009

Gathering Time: towards a history of the early Neolithic of Southern Britain

Alex Bayliss (English Heritage)

As part of our occasional series of talks on the science which is increasingly involved in archaeology, Dr Alex Bayliss of English Heritage came to speak of the work her team have been doing in employing new techniques to study the early Neolithic in Southern Britain, and to date sites and events by a new system of analysis in which different kinds of evidence are brought together to suggest an overall picture of what happened at the start of this epoque in British history.  The results, as described by Alex, are stunning.

This new system of analysis seeks to eliminate improbable or unlikely dates by employing a new kind of synthesis using statistical analysis coupled with every kind of dating evidence a site has to offer, thus compressing former date spreads such as provided by radio carbon dating, hitherto somewhat unreliable and vague, to achieve a peak of probability within a much tighter time band. Adequate sampling of evidence from different strata such as pottery, animal bone and worked flints is necessary together with tree ring and other data where available.  Results are impressive and dates in the Neolithic can in some cases be brought down to as little as a decade instead of often over 200 years as hitherto.  So if a long barrow was built say 3695-3690, and the last person was buried there in 3630, then it was in use only 60 years. The Neolithic enclosure under the Maiden Castle hill fort yields a result of only 15 years in use; that at Abingdon: less than a decade;  West Kennet: 15 years;  Chalk Hill, Ramsgate: perhaps 70 years;  Henbury, Dorset: 150 years.  Were these different periods due to the length of a ruling dynasty?  Windmill Hill in Wiltshire, begun 3660, completed by mid-3620, took perhaps 30-35 years to build overall, within a human lifetime.  It was in use for some 300 years.  In 3625 four long barrows within 50km of each other went out of use at the same time.

The team model the whole of the early Neolithic to establish when it arrived in different parts of the country.  Looking at early Neolithic material: pots; sheep/goats; domestic cattle; cereals; lithics: axes, leaf-shaped arrowheads; monuments has produced different start dates in different places.  Devon and Cornwall: 3800–3775, with the first enclosure built only 75 years later.  The Cotswolds, 4000-3900, the first Neolithic barrow 300 years later.  The Neolithic was a violent and energetic time:  this same energy perhaps went into the building of monuments. The first Neolithic burial discovered, 4040BC, now lies under the A14 in East London.

Finally Alex showed us a wonderful computer assemblage with Neolithic time marching across the screen, during which the various known Neolithic monuments such as enclosures and long barrows switched on then off according to the newly established dates of building and abandonment

Notice of Annual General Meeting

The Annual General Meeting of the Society will take place at the Vestry Hall, Richmond on Friday 9th May at 9.15pm after the lecture on “London Before London: Reconstructing a Palaeolithic Landscape” by Caroline Juby.

Any nominations for officers or other Committee members, other than those indicated below, should be sent in writing to the Chairman: John Hood, 140 Castelnau, Barnes SW13 9ET by 1st May.

The Constitution allows for a Committee of 4 officers and up to 6 other members.  If there is more than one nomination for any post a vote or votes will be taken.

Copies of last year’s AGM Minutes and the present year’s Accounts will be available at the AGM.  If anyone would like advance copies, please contact the Chairman or the Treasurer, Peter Brown, 72 The Avenue, Richmond TW9 2AH.

Agenda

1.Minutes of the AGM held 9th May 2008

2.To approve the annual accounts for 2008

3.To receive and discuss the Chairman’s Annual Report

4.To elect officers for 2009/2010

The present officers are John Hood (Chair), Peter Brown (Treasurer and Membership Secretary), Yvonne Masson (Secretary)

· John Hood is standing for re-election as Chair

· Peter Brown is standing for re-election as Treasurer and Membership Secretary

· Yvonne Masson is standing re-election as Secretary

5.To elect the remainder of the Committee

The present members are:- Jennifer Hunt, Charles Keggan, Joan Samuel, Shirley Sell and Bob Cowie (Professional Archaeological Consultant to RAS) 

6.Any Other Business

RAS Summer Outing Saturday 13th June 2008

The coach  will start from the usual place opposite Richmond Station at 8.30pm precisely, and we should get to Winchester by 10:15. The coach will take us straight to the monastic foundation of St Cross Hospital, where we will be split into two groups for morning coffee and a tour of the Hospital.

After the tour, you can either take the coach back to the Town Centre, or you can walk in, for free time in Winchester over the lunch period, from 12.30 to about 2.00pm. There is a lot to see, e.g. the Cathedral, the hall with the Round Table, the remains of Winchester Castle, the riverside, very old churches, shops, etc. etc. Handouts will be distributed on the coach.

Afterwards, we gather in the Mill's front garden by 2.00pm when there will be a demonstration of milling and a video . This property is National Trust, so members can use their cards. If there is time afterwards, we will cross over the road to the Guildhall and have afternoon tea in the Courtyard Cafe in the basement, which is very nice.

On the return we will stop at the Silchester site for a walk around inside the Roman walls (very intact) of the Roman town Calleva Atrebatum, and visit the amphitheatre, (free access) and also, if possible, look inside the old Parish Church which is adjacent to the site

We will return to Richmond at the usual time of about 7:30 Ticket prices are £18 for National Trust Members and £21 for non-members

Ticket Price:
£18 or £21

Booking Form for RAS Outing to Winchester and Silchester 13th June 2008  

Please return this form to: 

Peter Brown, 72 The Avenue, Richmond TW9 2AH (tel.020 8948 0070)

Please reserve ....... places for the Summer Outing.  I enclose cheque for £...............

(please make cheques out to Richmond Archaeological Society)

Ticket price £18 for National Trust members and £21 for non-members

To save on administration we propose not to issue tickets but should the coach become fully booked we will inform any late applicants that they have been placed on a waiting list.

Name.................................................................................................................................................

Address..............................................................................................................................................

...........................................................................................................................................................

...........................................................................................................................................................

Telephone/email................................................................................................................................
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